Logan H. Babin

Depression Begins

Developer’s Gareer

By LOUISE BADEAUX

While the Great Depression generally conjures
unpleasant memories for most who escaped its tight

- and firm clutches, it served to produce a local industrial

developer who has been affiliated with construction

work, oil industry,

land development and real estate in

Terrebonne parish for almost 40 years.

Logan H. Babin’s story takes us back to 1930, when
logan was a sophomore attending Texas A& M
University at College Station, Texas.

Both he and his two sisters were all attending college
classes at the same time, with one sister studying at the
University of Wisconsin and the other at LSU.

- Logan’s father, then in the oil
- field, suffered a big cut in
| salar and Babin felt it only
right he leave school and “let
the girls go”.

Taking an OCCdSlOI'ldl sip of
piping hot coffee from the cup
on his desk top, Babin continued
his story, explaining that the
Texas Company hired him

October 1 of that same year and

issued him an assignment in
Houma.

" Babin worked with the
company for a decade, during
1934-36, was permitted to re-
enroll in college studies at LSU
in Baton Rouge. With per-
mission from his dean, Logan
was permitted to carry 92 hours
one term and 23 the next in
- order that he might complete
requirements for a bachelor of

science degree in geology and

petroleum engineering within a
two-year period.

He did finish in 1936, and
claims he was a C plus and B
student.

During that two-year period,
Babin continued to work with
the Texas Co. in Houma on
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retired for the first time”’. In its

weekends, hohdays and the
summer months

Babin lost credit on about.'
eight hours of studies when he

made the transfer from Texas A
& M, and those hours, too,

somehow had to be squeezed in

during his already full schedule.
Babin said the Texas Com-
pany was ‘‘very nice’’ about the
whole thing, and without them
“I could have never
graduated.”
It was while attending LSU in

1935 that Babin met his wife, the

former Sarah Blum of Houma,

“and by 1938 the pair were united

in matrimony.

A smile spanned Babin’s face
as he recalled the date-
November 20.

Sarah worked in a local bank

~for—ten—years—and -thencame-

Logan Jr. and Leopold. While
Sarah tended to affairs only a
wife and mother is equipped to
do, Babin nursed a career in the
construction business.

By 1940 Babin was ready to be
transferred to land work, and

‘Texas Co. had no openings.
Babin knew he had either of two

choices-he could quit or go to
work for somebody else.
He did neither, but rather
began his own construction
business, having had ex-
perience in the oil field and the

. educational background to get
that kind of busmess off the

ground.
Babin and Carles Cain in fact
construct all the

the parish.
Babin said it wasn’t enough to

have money in the construction

business, but what was in even
more demand from bonding
companies was real estate. No
successful construction man

could make it without real

estate backing him, Logan

- added, and that’s how his real
_estate busmess came to be.

The construction business
dwindled in 1964, and as
Logan likés to phrase it, “I

place sprang up an insurance

Barney wanted women in the worst way
And that's the way he got them
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Logan H. Babm—lndustrlal Developer
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and mortgage business which
he ‘sold in 1968, his second
retirement.

Logan found himself being
drawn to a project which
proposed to develop 10,000 acres
into land for industrial, com-
mercial and residential use.

Hired as a consultant, Babin

joined the land development

movement and has been
associated with it ever since.

He said this particular project
involves 2,900 acres on both
sides of the Hourna Navigation
Canal between La. Hwy. 57
(Grand Caillou Hwy.) and La4.

Hwy. 315 (Bayou Dularge

Hwy.) being developed for
industrial use.

" Residential development will
take place along both sides of
Woodlawn Ranch Road between
Grand Caillou Highway and

_Little Caillou Highway, in the

Bayou Blue area, and a 166-acre
tract located between the
Intracoastal Waterway and
Mulberry Subdivision on deou
Black.

More land - along the
Intracoastal Waterway and

, Houma Navigation Canal will

be reserved for industrial and
commercial use. |

The Plaquemine native
reported he has devoted much
time to taking marsh lands and
swamp areas such as those
included in his current project,
and turning them into usable
property.

Most of this type of land has
water and trees, water which
needs to be drained and trees
which need to be felled.

Drainage must come first,
Babin said, in order that
workers can bring in the heavy
equipment needed to strlp the
land of trees.

Once the trees are cut, their
remains must be stacked and
burned to meet government
regulations for disposal.

The burning is not without
problems, Babin continued, as
the federal government is also
watchful of pollution which may
result from the burning timber.

When the land is cleared of
frees, a dredge is employed to
fill the land. The project Logan
sited began with an elevation of
one and a half to two ft. above

sea level and progressed to a

- plus six.
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costly

~ 4
| and timidly admits to a han-

Equipment, costly Babin
sald, is leased from various
contractors, and total worker

- payrolls have mounted to as

much as an estimated $2,000,000
1n the last two or three years on
a single project.

Babin said to develop 50 acres
of swamp area would take at
least 100,000 dollars, and from
his tone, indicated that would be
a conservative estimate. It’s a
business, Babin
reiterated.

Logan said he could operate

any piece of equipment used in

the land development process
on the 10,000-acre project, but
said the nature of his work
requires only that he design and

- to some extent supervise the

work.

One of Babin’s sons, Logan,

Jr., who _recently - completed. .. = _

seven years of service with the
U. S. Air Force and commercial
airlines, has been with his
father for three years and
seems to being enjoying the real

~estate work as much as his

father.

Logan Jr. was in the fourth

‘graduating class of the U. S. Air

Force Academy in Colorado

Springs, Colo. in 1962. His dad

had made plans for Logan Jr. to

attend Georgia Tech where he

hoped his son would study
engineering, but while Logan
Jr. was attending Pelican Boys
State at LSU, an Air Force

colonel who spoke to the boys

left an impression and fostered
the desire to attend the ac-
cademy.

Logan Jr. and his wife have

‘given Babin two more family

members to brag about, namely

-grandson Logan III, two, and

granddaughter Kara, 5, who
attends a local Episcopal
kindergarten school.

Son Leopold is working
toward a doctor of law degree
and that makes Babin beam
with pride.

His wife comes in twice a
month to help with the office
books, and that gives Babin
somethmg to boast about. ‘‘And
her pay is a dinner, and if she’s
real good, I buy her a drink!”
Babin said.

Babin loves to fish, but hasn’t
been keeping up with it too
much lately. He plays an 18-hole
round of golf every Saturday
and Sunday if weather permits,

dicap of 15, something he says
has continued to worsen with
age. “In 1930 I had a plus two
and now it’s 157,

Babin said he remembered
one of his good friends, a road
contractor from Mansfield, had
a father who owned 100 acres of
land, and he built the boys their
own fraining grounds with a 3-
hole course. It increased to a 9-
hole course rapidly and was
finally donated to the city by
Roger Silver.

Babin said he enjoys reading
but doesn’t draw or paint. “I
would have liked to, but I didn’t
have the time. No, I should say
didn’t take the time?’’.

Babin turned again to his wife
reporting that she’s an excellent
cook, and “didn’t even know
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how to boil water when we were

“married’’.

He’s behind the  philosophy
that behind every successful
man there a woman pushing

him and probably helping him.

Babin, the youngest of seven
children, has two nephews who
live in the area and who are
affiliated with the oil indusftry
as is most of his family.

His father, Honore Raphael

‘Babin, who died in 1946, had

farmed up until 1912 on a
platation in Plaguemines, but
flood conditions resulting from
a broken levee literally wiped
out their cattle, horses
chickens and house.

Babin’s father and mother

“the late L.ena Roberts Bdbm

relocated in North Louisiana at
Mansfield, where Mr. Babin
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soon became taken up with the

- oll industry.

Logan said he’s not one to

delve into politics but: enjoys

seeing others suited to that
career in action.

Babin, puffing on a mild

cigar, said he served as a
member of the water board of
his ‘“‘adopted parish” for 18
years, having been appointed as
one of its commissioners in 1952.

He was one of the original
members of the commission
which developed a water

. system in the parish which now

makes its services available to
every resident living within the
Terrebonne Parish boundaries.

Having served as a com-

missioner until 1970, Babin
served as president several

terms and as secretary for one
term.
Babin said he served in 4

- supervisiory capacity on the

board with engineers hired to
set forth designs. The com-
missioners handle these plans
and worked out the mechanics
of financing the prOJects Bdbm
said.

He reported even though his
work on the board has ended, he

remains interested in its ac-

tivities and plans to keep
abreast of its future projects.

The 60-year-old developer has
an interesting and perhaps
unique habit. He tapes a copy of
his latest land development
project on his desk top and ]ots
down changes that might im-
prove the project. When the
blueprint becomes cluttered
and somewhat soiled, that’s
about every two weeks, Babin
sald, he has the blueprint
repldced |

__His office 1is . paneled and |
modestly
- overlooking Lafayette street

furnished,

and its sometimes hectic traffic
conditions. |

We add the name of in-

dustrial developer Logan H.
Babin to our Courier Per-
sonality of the Week list and we
respectfully call attention to his
many selfless talents that reach
out among us today and for
many days to come.

loday's

Almanac

By United Press International

' Today is Wednesday, July 19,
the 2013t day of 1972 w1th 165 to
follow.

The moon is between its first
quarter and full phase.

The morning stars are Venus
and Saturn.

The evemng stars are Mercu-
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MEMBERS OF THE evangelistic party from Baytown,
Texas, currently high-lighting the revival services at
the F‘Irst United Pentecostal Church, include, from left,
Ginger Hall, Rev. Roger Marcus Teresa Marcus and

Wanda Marcus
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ry, Mars and ‘Jupiter. |
Those born on this date are

under the sign of Cancer.

American firearms inventor
Samuel Colt was born July 19,
1814.

On this day in history:

In 1848 ‘‘bloomers’’ were
modeled to the delegates of the

first woman’s rights convention -

in Seneca Falls, N.Y. They
were named after Mrs. Amelia
Jenks Bloomer.

In 1870 the Franco-Prussian
War began.

In 1918 German armies began

S

retreating across the Marne
River in France as the end of
World War I neared.

In 1941 during World War II,
the “V for Victory” campaign
in Europe was launched in a
broadcast by British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill.

A thought for today: British
statesman Winston Churchill
said, ‘““The V sign is the symbol

of the unconquerable will of the

German occupied territories
and a portent of the fate
awaiting Nazi tyranny.”
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